














Hampole Wind Farm

Those viewing the wind farm positively would consider that that which is valued in the local and wider
landscape would not be materially harmed — rather the converse would occur - and this is the general
finding of this assessment. The wind farm would appear balanced, controlled, rhythmic, visually
permeable, well-related to the broad scale and grain of the landscape and major elements within it,
and as such would introduce a positive image which would add to the landscape experience. Such
effects would be of long-term duration but are substantially reversible at the end of the wind farm’s
working life.

Concerning potential cumulative effects, significant cumulative visual effects would arise as a result
of Hampole’s presence in conjunction with the Marr Wind Farm and, were it to be consented and
constructed, with the Westfield Lane proposal in the Wakefield area to the north. With Marr, significant
cumulative effects would be felt chiefly in the area between the two wind farms and farther to the west
and north of Hampole in an arc broadly from south of Clayton to the south of South Kirby; then between
South Kirby and North Elmsall; then sporadically across to Campsall; and finally intermittently down to
Bentley. The nature of the effect would be felt both from fixed locations in the landscape and also with
respect to the passage through the landscape for example passing through the significant visual effect
of Marr before moving on and passing into the significant visual effects of Hampole. With Westfield
Lane, the nature of the effect would be chiefly with respect to the passage through the landscape.
Such effects will not arise if Westfield Lane is refused planning permission.

Concerning effects arising when passing through the landscape, in this case judgements have to
tempered in the knowledge that they would tend to be more fleeting and conditioned also by changes
in the direction of travel together with the intervening presence of flanking vegetation and built form.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the proposal would result in an alteration to the environment whose attributes could
quickly be substantially recovered through rapid decommissioning and site restoration. Judgements
concerning significant effects must be tempered in that light. Whilst influential for their lifetime or for
any period that they may be in operation, visual and landscape effects arising from the proposed
wind farm, whether regarded as adverse or positive, can be reversed. The landscape would not be
destroyed. Rather, the receiving environment would fulfil the role of a landscape ‘on loan’ whose long-
term environmental capital would be conserved. As such, the proposed wind farm is assessed as
sustainable from a landscape resource and long-term visual amenity perspective.

During its operational life, the wind farm would provide an impression comprising a coordinated,
integrated unit with a reasonably regular, but not regimented, pattern. In other words, the wind farm
would have a composed impression with a pattern and flow of hub and blade tip heights that would
appear integrated and planned as opposed to uncontrolled, arbitrary or chaotic. The pattern, logically
related to the character of the location, would ensure that the impression gained is that the grain,
trend and amplitude of local topography controls the wind farm rather than the latter appearing as an
engineered imposition upon it. As a result, the proposed wind farm would maintain an appearance
which looks soundly related to its host environment, balanced, controlled, logical and, depending upon
taste, aesthetically appealing from a broad range of representative viewpoints — representative of both
settlement as well as roads and other routes through the landscape.

Figure 12. Proposed Hampole Wind Farm - View from A635 West of Marr. The photomontages aim to provide a realistic representation of the proposed development, based on the current information and photomontage
methodology and should be viewed at a distance of approximately 30 cm.
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'The 2% of our total energy that now comes from renewables
is-much less than in many other European countries. In the
Energy White Paper we announced plans to triple the amount
of electricity from renewables by 2015. But as the urgency
of tackling climate change and achieving energy security
increases, the case for more reliance on renewables has
become more compelling. And that is why at the European
Council this year Britain led the way to an agreement that

renewables, a near threefold increase. '

by 2020 one-fifth of all Europe's energy should ccrne—‘frorrr

19th November 2007

Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, Speech on Climate ymge,
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