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As Atlantic Array would be able to generate more than 100MW of 
electricity, it is classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Project (NSIP). Therefore, in order to get permission to build the wind 
farm, RWE NRL will need to apply for a Development Consent Order 
(DCO) from the Infrastructure Planning Commission (IPC). 

A change in Government policy means that the IPC will be superseded 
by the Major Infrastructure Planning Unit (MIPU) in mid 2012. Under 
MIPU, the final decision on NSIPs will be made by the Secretary of 
State. A decision will be made in accordance with National Policy 
Statements which set out planning policy for energy infrastructure 
including offshore wind. 

A small section of the Atlantic Array project lies in Welsh, rather than 
English, waters and therefore requires a marine licence from the 
Welsh Government. Both the IPC/MIPU and the Welsh Government 
will take into account recommendations made by the Marine 
Management Organisation – a government agency which provides 
detailed guidance on marine planning.

In April last year, a Scoping Report was submitted to the IPC detailing 
the planned wind farm dimensions and the features which could be of 
environmental interest within this area. The IPC requested feedback 
on the Scoping Report from statutory consultees. These included 
the parishes, community and town councils which are located close 
to the wind farm area, the potential site at which the cables come on 
shore (the landfall), the potential cable route options and the proposed 
substation location at Alverdiscott. RWE NRL responded to the 
organisations who submitted comments on the Scoping Report.

Environmental Impact Assessment
Since entering into the process to seek development rights for the 
site, we have been collecting baseline data for an Environmental 
Impact Assessment. We need a good understanding of the site 
and its environmental and socio-economic importance in order to 
determine the design of the proposed wind farm.

A programme of onshore and offshore ecological surveys has been 
undertaken. These identify the presence and location of habitats and 
species. We engaged with statutory nature conservation bodies and 
other environmental and local interest groups on how and when the 
surveys were carried out.

During our offshore surveys we have collected two years of offshore 
bird data incorporating boat-based and aerial surveys, and one year of 
marine mammal surveys, using a combination of survey techniques.  
We have also collected over 10,000 hours of continuous acoustic 
monitoring for marine mammals from static moorings. In addition, we 
have completed surveys for fish and other marine species which live 
on, or within the seabed.

The survey data will be used in conjunction with other literature and data 
sources to establish the ecology of the area. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment will then be completed. This will evaluate the sensitivity of 
the environment to any potential effects from the construction, operation 
and decommissioning of the proposed development.

The consenting process 
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In line with the Planning Act 2008, RWE NRL has a statutory 
obligation to carry out pre-application consultation on our proposal. 

Groups that must be consulted include local authorities, a set list 
of public and regulatory bodies and those with an interest in the 
land affected by the project. In addition, we must consult with the 
local community. 

We have published a Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) 
which explains how we will consult local people on our plans to 
develop the Atlantic Array Offshore Wind Farm. A copy of the SoCC 
is available on our website: 
www.npower-renewables.com/atlanticarray

In September 2011 we will commence a period of formal public 
consultation which will last for 42 days. During this time we will be 
seeking opinions about the Atlantic Array Offshore Wind Farm proposal, 
including ways in which the plans may be adapted or improved.  

During this time a series of documents containing information about 
the project known as the Preliminary Environmental Information 
(PEI ) will be made available. The PEI is a set of documents 
which will include plans and maps to show the nature and location 
of the proposed offshore wind farm, its onshore infrastructure 
and substation. The PEI will also include information from the 
environmental studies we have been carrying out.

Our consultation will include a mixture of public exhibitions, 
stakeholder briefings, press releases, and information published on 
the project website. 

We will use feedback from the formal public consultation to refine 
the project, and responses will be captured in a Consultation Report 
which will form part of our final planning application. 

We are required to demonstrate through the Consultation Report that 
we have taken account of comments made by the public.

How can you feedback on our plans? 
Outside of the period of formal public consultation, RWE NRL 
welcomes informal feedback on the Atlantic Array proposal

If you would like to submit informal feedback, or have any questions 
for the project team, please contact us using the information below: 

Write to us: Atlantic Array Offshore Wind Farm, 
RWE Npower Renewables Limited, Auckland House,  
Lydiard Fields, Great Western Way, Swindon, SN5 8ZT

Email: atlanticarray@npowerrenewables.com 

Website: www.npower-renewables.com/atlanticarray 

This document is also available in Welsh. To request a copy, 
please email atlanticarray@rwe.com or write to Atlantic Array 
Offshore Wind Farm, RWE Npower Renewables Limited, Auckland 
House, Lydiard Fields, Great Western Way, Swindon, SN5 8ZT.

Mae’r dogfen hwn ar gael hefyd yn Gymraeg. Gellir anfon cais am 
gopi i atlanticarray@rwe.com neu Atlantic Array Offshore Wind Farm, 
RWE Npower Renewables Limited, Auckland House, Lydiard Fields, 
Great Western Way, Swindon, SN5 8ZT

What happens next? 
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Notes

¹ Energy predicted to be generated by the proposal is derived using long term wind speeds calculated by meteorological models seeded with historical weather data 
obtained from satellite, surface-based and airborne measurement systems. This enables a calculation to be made to estimate the average annual energy production 
for the site based on 250 turbines each of rated capacity 6.15 MW. The energy capture predicted and hence derived homes equivalent or emissions savings figures 
may change as further data are gathered.”
Equivalent homes supplied is based on an annual electricity consumption per home of 4700 kWh. This figure is supported by recent domestic electricity consumption 
data available from The Digest of UK Energy Statistics and household estimates and projections from the UK Statistics Authority.
²Regional and local electricity consumption statistics sourced from The Department of Energy and Climate Change Energy Trends December 2008.
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