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RWE submits planning application for data
centre campus proposal

Former Didcot A Power Station site ready for redevelopment
Data centre proposal could provide high value local business opportunities

Swindon, 19 August 2022

Demolition activities at RWE’s Didcot A site, formerly home to its coal fired power station, are
now drawing to a close.  During the demolition phase, RWE has formulated a broad
redevelopment strategy for the site, working with both the Vale of White Horse District Council
and Oxfordshire Country Council. The strategy reserves land for possible future power
generation opportunities and for data centres given the site’s proximity to Didcot B Power
Station with its electricity transmission system.
Earlier this year, following consultation with the Vale of White Horse Council and Oxfordshire
Country Council, RWE consulted 3,000 residents, stakeholders and businesses about its plans
for a data centre campus.  RWE are pleased to be able to confirm that this week the  planning
application was formally submitted to The Vale of White Horse District Council.  The campus will
include data centre accommodation with ancillary office space together with infrastructure
necessary to support the operation of the development.  A significant tract of land for strategic
landscaping and biodiversity enhancement will also be provided. 
Matt Trigg, Development Planning Manager for RWE commented: ”We would like to thank
everyone who has taken the time to review the online consultation material, we have taken
feedback into consideration in the preparation of the planning application.”
The application fits within the former Didcot A Power Station site and as it will not exceed 35m
in height above the finished ground level.  Initial access is proposed via the existing site roads
with provision built into the layout to allow access via the proposed Didcot Science Bridge Road
(Oxfordshire County Council’s strategic distributor road connection to the A4130) in the future. 
Data centre developments provide the essential infrastructure that both families and modern
businesses require to thrive.  They provide the ability to manage data, to improve agility and
ensure that computer systems have ongoing connectivity to the internet or other business
networks.  Data centres also support the delivery of a range of on-line services such as Netflix,
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personal satellite navigation and they facilitate online purchases and home delivery.  Building
upon the economic importance of the Science Vale UK, a data centre development on this site
will offer both local jobs during the construction phase and long term  highly skilled jobs once
the campus is operational.  As with all essential infrastructure, such as the power station, the
data centre campus will operate at all times and staff will operate on a shift basis.
RWE owns the land and is developing options, however it will bring in specialist services and
companies throughout the next stages of work.  Ultimately, RWE’s development partner will
deliver and run the data centre campus. 
For more information, please go to the dedicated website
https://www.didcotdatacampus.co.uk/.
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For further enquiries: Kelly Nye
T +44 845 0787878

E communications@rwe.com

RWE
RWE is leading the way to a green energy world. With an extensive investment and growth strategy, the company will expand its
powerful, green generation capacity to 50 gigawatts internationally by 2030. RWE is investing €50 billion gross for this purpose in
this decade. The portfolio is based on offshore and onshore wind, solar, hydrogen, batteries, biomass and gas. RWE Supply & Trading
provides tailored energy solutions for large customers. RWE has locations in the attractive markets of Europe, North America and
the Asia-Pacific region. The company is responsibly phasing out nuclear energy and coal. Government-mandated phaseout
roadmaps have been defined for both of these energy sources. RWE employs around 19,000 people worldwide and has a clear
target: to get to net zero by 2040. On its way there, the company has set itself ambitious targets for all activities that cause
greenhouse gas emissions. The Science Based Targets initiative has confirmed that these emission reduction targets are in line with
the Paris Agreement. Very much in the spirit of the company’s purpose: Our energy for a sustainable life.

General Data Protection Regulation
The personal data processed in connection with the press releases will be processed in compliance with the legal data protection
requirements. If you are not interested in continuing to receive the press release, please inform us at Datenschutz-
kommunikation@rwe.com. Your data will then be deleted and you will not receive any further press releases from us in this regard. If
you have any questions about our data protection policy or the exercise of your rights under the GDPR, please contact
datenschutz@rwe.com.
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