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‚RWE climate bonus’ provides municipalities with
more money for electricity from wind and solar
power
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The amended Renewable Energies Act (EEG 2023) makes it possible: Company pays
municipalities 0.2 cents per kilowatt hour for existing RWE wind farms and for future
renewable energy plants after commissioning
Voluntary bonus is intended to increase local acceptance of the energy transition; 
additional revenue could benefit day-care centres, schools or fire brigades, for
example

Essen, 17 November 2022

“We will provide financial support to any municipality with an
RWE wind farm or one of our ground-mounted solar plants as
defined by the EEG 2023 from next year onwards. We do not
differentiate whether the wind turbine is already turning or it is a
new project: We pay 0.2 cents per kilowatt hour. It is important
to us not only to promote new RWE facilities and to intensively
advance the expansion of renewables, but also to financially
involve the municipalities of our existing plants. Relying on wind
and sun should be worthwhile and thus increase the acceptance
of the energy transition locally.“

Katja Wünschel, CEO Onshore Wind and Solar Europe &
Australia, RWE Renewables

RWE has decided to allow all municipalities in Germany with one of the company's wind farms or
ground-mounted solar plants to share in the profits on a voluntary basis.* The “RWE climate
bonus” will generally apply to both existing RWE assets and future assets after commissioning
from 1 January 2023. The amendment to the Renewable Energies Act (EEG) makes this
possible. The company sees the voluntary payment as a good opportunity to significantly
improve local acceptance of the energy transition. Municipalities that rely on renewable
energies together with RWE could, for example, use the additional income to financially
strengthen municipal facilities such as daycare centres, schools or fire brigades. 
Up to now, only municipalities in which wind turbines have been approved since January 2021
have benefited from the law. They could participate with up to 0.2 cents per kilowatt hour (kWh)
of the electricity sold by the local wind turbines. Municipalities with existing wind farms have not
been taken into account by the law so far. 
Katja Wünschel, CEO Onshore Wind and Solar Europe & Australia, RWE Renewables: “A clean
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and secure electricity supply needs the expansion of renewable energies. The prerequisites for
this are areas for wind and solar plants as well as the acceptance of the local residents - also for
existing projects. If we give municipalities a financial share of the profits from renewable energy
plants, everyone will benefit. The voluntary municipal levy can help to accelerate the energy
transition.”
Repowering also pays off
Since the “climate bonus” is paid per kWh of electricity generated, municipalities in particular
with powerful plants benefit. This creates an additional incentive to replace older units with
modern ones. RWE, for example, replaced 15 turbines at its Krusemark-Ellingen wind farm with
six modern, more powerful turbines in April this year. Now the site has a total installed capacity
of 19.8 megawatts (MW), up from 15.7 MW previously. With this repowering, RWE was able to
increase electricity production at the site by around 300 percent. The communities on which
these six wind turbines are located can expect income of around 120,000 euros/year (without
repowering: 40,000 euros) from 2023 onwards. 
RWE currently operates around 90 wind farms throughout Germany. In order to give local
authorities a financial stake in the wind farms, the company is planning to spend around 
3 million euros in the coming year. The company is informing its existing partners by letter
about the financial participation.
*RWE will be able to allow municipalities with operating renewable installations to participate
financially in the returns from January 2023 on the basis of sections 6 and 100 (2) of the
Renewable Energy Sources Act (EEG) 2023.
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For further enquiries: Sinje Vogelsang
Renewables
T +49 (0) 201 5179-5941

E sinje.vogelsang@rwe.com

RWE Renewables
RWE is leading the way to a green energy world. With an extensive investment and growth strategy, the company will expand its
powerful, green generation capacity to 50 gigawatts internationally by 2030. RWE is investing more than €50 billion gross for this
purpose in this decade. The portfolio is based on offshore and onshore wind, solar, hydrogen, batteries, biomass and gas. RWE
Supply & Trading provides tailored energy solutions for large customers. RWE has locations in the attractive markets of Europe,
North America and the Asia-Pacific region. The company is responsibly phasing out nuclear energy and coal. Government-
mandated phaseout roadmaps have been defined for both of these energy sources. RWE employs around 19,000 people worldwide
and has a clear target: to get to net zero by 2040. On its way there, the company has set itself ambitious targets for all activities that
cause greenhouse gas emissions. The Science Based Targets initiative has confirmed that these emission reduction targets are in line
with the Paris Agreement. Very much in the spirit of the company’s purpose: Our energy for a sustainable life.

General Data Protection Regulation
The personal data processed in connection with the press releases will be processed in compliance with the legal data protection
requirements. If you are not interested in continuing to receive the press release, please inform us at Datenschutz-
kommunikation@rwe.com. Your data will then be deleted and you will not receive any further press releases from us in this regard. If
you have any questions about our data protection policy or the exercise of your rights under the GDPR, please contact
datenschutz@rwe.com.
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