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Auction success for RWE: New photovoltaic plant
to be built at Hambach Mine

Around 37,000 solar modules to supply green power for over 5,370 households
Construction expected to start in mid-2023
Cooperation with municipalities planned

 
Cologne/Essen, 7 December 2022

RWE is accelerating the expansion of its green portfolio in North Rhine-Westphalia. After
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building a solar plant with integrated battery storage at Inden Mine and starting construction of
two similar plants at Garzweiler Mine, the company has now been successful in the solar tender
of the German Federal Network Agency (Auction date 1 November 2022).
RWE has thus laid the basis for construction of a new photovoltaic plant with a capacity of 16.8
megawatts (MWac) at Hambach Mine. Around 37,000 solar modules are to be installed to
create the “RWE Neuland 1 Solarpark”. Together, they can produce enough green power to
provide over 5,730 households with climate-friendly energy each year. Pending the issuing of
the building permit, RWE could begin implementation in Summer 2023. The surrounding
communities of the opencast mine will also benefit from this solar project. For this purpose RWE
plans to work closely with Neuland Hambach GmbH, which is representing the interests of the
six municipalities – Elsdorf, Jülich, Kerpen, Merzenich, Niederzier and Titz – and is designing
structural change in the region.
Katja Wünschel, CEO Wind Onshore and Solar Europe & Australia at RWE Renewables: “This
auction success provides tailwind for us to implement a further solar plant at Hambach Mine. It
is already the fifth large solar project we are starting in in the Rhenish lignite mining district,
most of them in combination with storage facilities. This is how we are driving forward the
energy transition in this region.”
The new photovoltaic plant is to be built on the future banks of the planned Lake Hambach, very
close to the “PV Hambach I” project. With this solar project with integrated battery storage RWE
was successful in an innovation tender from the German Federal Network Agency in spring this
year.
Dr Lars Kulik, CTO Lignite at RWE Power: “It will be many years before Lake Hambach will fill up
to its final water level, so the premises can be used temporarily for these two large solar farms.
With this step, we are once more demonstrating that the still active opencast areas can also
already be used to contribute to the energy transition.”
In the state of North Rhine-Westphalia in particular, RWE is stepping up the tempo. The
company is investing around 4 billion euros there by 2030 and plans to implement renewables
projects with a total capacity of around 1,000 megawatts. At least 500 megawatts of this
capacity are to be realised in the Rhenish lignite mining district.
Images for media purposes are available at the RWE Media Centre
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For further enquiries: Sarah Knauber
Renewables
T +49 (0) 201 5179-5404

E sarah.knauber@rwe.com

RWE Renewables
RWE is leading the way to a green energy world. With an extensive investment and growth strategy, the company will expand its
powerful, green generation capacity to 50 gigawatts internationally by 2030. RWE is investing more than €50 billion gross for this
purpose in this decade. The portfolio is based on offshore and onshore wind, solar, hydrogen, batteries, biomass and gas. RWE
Supply & Trading provides tailored energy solutions for large customers. RWE has locations in the attractive markets of Europe,
North America and the Asia-Pacific region. The company is responsibly phasing out nuclear energy and coal. Government-
mandated phaseout roadmaps have been defined for both of these energy sources. RWE employs around 19,000 people worldwide
and has a clear target: to get to net zero by 2040. On its way there, the company has set itself ambitious targets for all activities that
cause greenhouse gas emissions. The Science Based Targets initiative has confirmed that these emission reduction targets are in line
with the Paris Agreement. Very much in the spirit of the company’s purpose: Our energy for a sustainable life.

General Data Protection Regulation
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