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RWE’s Sofia is the UK’s first offshore wind farm to use 
recyclable rotor blades 
 
• Half of Sofia’s 100 offshore wind turbines are being fitted with the pioneering blade 

technology. 
• These rotor blades are made using a resin which can be broken down into its 

component parts and recycled into new products, once the turbine’s operational life 
ends. 

• The high-tech process has been devised by Siemens Gamesa, which also manufactures 
the recyclable blades for Sofia at its facility in Hull, UK. 

 

Swindon, 21 August 2025 
 
RWE and turbine manufacturer Siemens Gamesa are driving a new era of wind turbine 
innovation with the first ever large-scale installation of recyclable blades at a UK offshore wind 
farm. 
 
Highly unique, the rotor blades are made using an innovative resin. At the end of the blade’s 
operating life, the various materials can then be easily separated from the other components as 
a result and can be recycled, for example into vehicle components and consumer goods like 
bicycle helmets and suitcases. 
 
Following an agreement signed in 2023 with Siemens Gamesa, RWE’s Sofia Offshore Wind Farm, 
located off the north-east coast, is now being fitted with a total of 150 recyclable blades, used 
across 50 of its 100 wind turbines. Already 50% of the recyclable blades have been fitted at the 
wind farm, with Siemens Gamesa continuing installation throughout the rest of the year. 
 
Thomas Michel, COO, RWE Offshore Wind said: "This installation represents an important 
moment for RWE and Sofia. Deploying recyclable blades at this scale is an indicator of RWE’s drive 
to deliver sustainability across its renewables fleet. By working with partners like Siemens 
Gamesa, we are setting a new sustainability benchmark for renewables development and helping 
significantly improve the circularity of offshore wind technology.”  
 
Darren Davidson, Vice President of Siemens Energy UK&I and Siemens Gamesa UK 
said: "Seeing the first recyclable blades being installed in UK waters is a major landmark moment. 
This is a great example of how we can share knowledge and work together to deliver on both 
energy security and a net zero future. Our Hull factory is at the cutting edge of blade technology 
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development & manufacturing. As a global leader in energy technology, we’re proud to be 
partnering with RWE on Sofia, one of the largest offshore wind farms in the world.” 
 
The deployment of the recyclable blades at such scale builds on RWE’s successful world-first 
installation of the Siemens Gamesa recyclable blades at the company’s Kaskasi Offshore Wind 
Farm, in Germany. It also highlights RWE’s commitment to identifying and using sustainable 
solutions that support a low-carbon, circular economy. 
   
Offshore construction at Sofia is progressing well and is being undertaken by Siemens Gamesa 
using the specialist vessel Wind Peak, which is operated by Cadeler out of the Port of Hull.  
 
At 1.4 gigawatts (GW) maximum installed capacity, Sofia is one of RWE’s largest offshore wind 
farms currently in construction and is located on Dogger Bank in the central North Sea, 195 
kilometres (km) off the North East coast. The project is being fitted with the very latest Siemens 
Gamesa SG 14-222 turbines with 108-metre-long turbine blades and a 222-metre rotor 
diameter. Once fully constructed and aiming for a target operational date of 2026, Sofia will be 
capable of generating enough renewable electricity, to power approximately 1.2 million typical 
UK homes once fully operational. 
  
 

For further enquiries: Mark Fleming 
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Video and images of Sofia offshore wind farm for media use (credit: RWE) are available at the 
RWE Media Centre 

 
Further information about RWE’s Sofia Offshore Wind Farm can be found here 

 
RWE 

RWE is leading the way to a modern energy world. With its investment and growth strategy, RWE is contributing significantly to the 
success of the energy transition and the decarbonisation of the energy system. Around 20,000 employees work for the company in 
almost 30 countries worldwide. RWE is one of the leading companies in the field of renewable energy. RWE is investing billions of 
euros in expanding its generation portfolio, in particular in offshore and onshore wind, solar energy and batteries. It is perfectly 
complemented by its global energy trading business. Thanks to its integrated portfolio of renewables, battery storage and flexible 
generation, as well as its broad project pipeline of possible new builds, RWE is well positioned to address the growing global 
demand for electricity, particularly driven by further electrification and artificial intelligence. RWE is decarbonising its business in 
line with the 1.5-degree reduction pathway and will phase out coal by 2030. RWE will be net zero by 2040. Fully in line with the 
company’s purpose - Our energy for a sustainable life. 
 
Forward-looking statements 
This press release contains forward-looking statements. These statements reflect the current views, expectations and assumptions 
of management, and are based on information currently available to management. Forward-looking statements do not guarantee 
the occurrence of future results and developments and are subject to known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual future 
results and developments may deviate materially from the expectations and assumptions expressed in this document due to 
various factors. These factors primarily include changes in the general economic and competitive environment. Furthermore, 
developments on financial markets and changes in currency exchange rates as well as changes in national and international laws, 
in particular in respect of fiscal regulation, and other factors influence the company’s future results and developments. Neither the 
company nor any of its affiliates undertakes to update the statements contained in this press release.  

mailto:mark.fleming@rwe.com
https://rwe.canto.global/b/J6KU6
https://uk.rwe.com/project-proposals/sofia/
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UK General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
The personal data processed in connection with the press releases will be processed in compliance with the legal data protection 
requirements. If you are not interested in continuing to receive the press release, please inform us at communications@rwe.com. 
Your data will then be deleted and you will not receive any further press releases from us in this regard. If you have any questions 
about our data protection policy or the exercise of your rights under the GDPR, please contact ukdataprotectionrwe@rwe.com. 

mailto:ukdataprotectionrwe@rwe.com

