
Press release 

RWE Offshore Wind GmbH Corporate Communications & Public Affairs | RWE Platz 4 | 45141 Essen | Germany 
T +49 201 5179-5008 | communications@rwe.com | www.rwe.com/press 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RWE and TenneT sign agreements for connection of 
wind farm OranjeWind (HKWVII) in Dutch North Sea  
 

Essen/Geertruidenberg, 12 September 2023 
 
Network operator TenneT and energy company RWE have signed agreements for an offshore 
grid connection of OranjeWind, a wind farm to be built 53 kilometres off the Dutch coast. The 
Connection & Transmission Agreement (CTA) and Realisation Agreement (REA) cover the 
realisation of the grid connection and the transmission of the electricity produced by RWE’s 
wind farm on TenneT's platform. The agreements not only specify planning, but also how the 
electricity will be delivered from the wind farm to ensure stability in the grid. The connection will 
link to the high-voltage substation in Wijk aan Zee and will be operational by 2026.  
 
Sven Utermöhlen, CEO RWE Offshore Wind: “I am pleased that we were able to sign the 
contracts so quickly, as these agreements guarantee the transport of the electricity generated 
by the OranjeWind wind farm. This is an important milestone in the project that brings us one 
step closer to realising our perfect match for system integration and supplying sustainable 
electricity to over one million households in the Netherlands. For this, good cooperation with 
TenneT is essential.” 
 
Innovations in OranjeWind 
The wind farm will have an installed capacity of almost 800 MW and uses a combination of 
smart innovations and investments to achieve a perfect balance of supply and demand. These 
innovations include floating solar panels, a subsea lithium-ion battery and a LiDAR system to 
predict power production more accurately. In addition, RWE will invest in onshore system 
integration, such as electrolysis capacity and e-boilers, to match power generation and offtake. 
RWE is also developing solutions for smartly charging electric vehicles. 
 
The timeline for the offshore wind farm is ambitious. To complete the project and deliver 
renewable power from 2027, agreements with partners such as TenneT are indispensable. 
Since 2016, TenneT has been the offshore grid operator in the Netherlands, transporting wind 
power generated at sea to the onshore grid. The Dutch government has designated these wind 
power areas in the North Sea for the generation of renewable energy.  
 
“The connection of this wind farm marks another important step in the goals towards a 
sustainable energy system,” says Marco Kuijpers, Director Offshore Projects of TenneT. 
“Through the innovations in this project with offshore solar panels and batteries, we can jointly 
gain experience in building the energy system of the future. We look forward to a good 
cooperation with RWE and we are happy that together we can make a major contribution to the 

https://benelux.rwe.com/en/locations/oranjewind-offshore-wind-farm/


RWE Offshore Wind GmbH Corporate Communications & Public Affairs | RWE Platz 4 | 45141 Essen | Germany 
T +49 201 5179-5008 | communications@rwe.com | www.rwe.com/press 
 

 

 

Dutch energy transition.”  
 
TenneT is realising seven standard offshore alternating current (AC) connections in the 
Netherlands, each with an average capacity of 700 MW. From 2029, wind farms further 
offshore will be fitted with 2 GW of standard direct current (DC) connections. 
 
RWE invests heavily in offshore wind power 
RWE is one of the world’s leading companies in offshore wind, active across the entire value 
chain, from project conception and development to construction as well as operation and 
maintenance. RWE plans to expand its renewable energy portfolio in the Benelux region. 
Offshore wind farms are therefore an essential part of the company’s sustainability strategy.  
In Europe, RWE owns and operates offshore wind turbines with a total capacity of 3.3 GW (RWE 
pro rata).  
 
The largest projects include the 1,400 megawatt Sofia offshore wind farm currently under 
construction off the UK coast and the recently commissioned 342 megawatt Kaskasi offshore 
wind farm off the German island of Heligoland. In addition, new offshore markets, such as 
America and Japan, will contribute substantially to RWE’s position as a world leader. 
 

For further enquiries: Marjanne van Ginkel-Vroom 
RWE Media Relations Benelux 
M: +31 61 141 3772 
E: marjanne.van.ginkel@rwe.com  
 
Vera Bücker 
RWE Head of Media Relations 
International & Finance 
M: +49 201 5179 5112 
E: vera.buecker@rwe.com  
 

TenneT 
TenneT is a leading European Transmission System Operator (TSO). We are committed to a safe and reliable supply of electricity, 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year. In doing so, we promote energy transition with the aim of a sustainable, reliable and affordable energy 
future. Lighting the way Head together. As grid operator, TenneT is responsible for the security of electricity supply and maintaining 
the balance between supply and demand on the grid (the so-called 'energy balance'). This involves much more than making sure the 
lights stay on. It also includes essential tasks such as maintaining the grid, investing in new infrastructure, and ensuring that all 
market parties have access to the grid. More information about TenneT can be found at: https://www.tennet.eu/home  
 
RWE 
RWE is leading the way to a green energy world. With an extensive investment and growth strategy, the company will 
expand its powerful, green generation capacity to 50 gigawatts internationally by 2030. RWE is investing more than  
€50 billion gross for this purpose in this decade. The portfolio is based on offshore and onshore wind, solar, hydro 
plants, hydrogen, batteries, biomass, and gas. RWE Supply & Trading provides tailored energy solutions for large 
customers. RWE has locations in the attractive markets of Europe, North America, and the Asia-Pacific region. The 
company wants to phase out coal by 2030. RWE employs around 19,000 people worldwide and has a clear target: to 
get to net zero by 2040. On its way there, the company has set itself ambitious targets for all activities that cause 
greenhouse gas emissions. The Science Based Targets initiative has confirmed that these emission reduction targets 
are in line with the Paris Agreement. Very much in the spirit of the company’s purpose: Our energy for a sustainable 
life. 
 
Forward-looking statements 
This press release contains forward-looking statements. These statements reflect the current views, expectations and assumptions 
of management, and are based on information currently available to management. Forward-looking statements do not guarantee 
the occurrence of future results and developments and are subject to known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual future 
results and developments may deviate materially from the expectations and assumptions expressed in this document due to 
various factors. These factors primarily include changes in the general economic and competitive environment. Furthermore, 

https://benelux.rwe.com/en/offshore-wind/
mailto:marjanne.van.ginkel@rwe.com
mailto:vera.buecker@rwe.com
https://www.tennet.eu/home


RWE Offshore Wind GmbH Corporate Communications & Public Affairs | RWE Platz 4 | 45141 Essen | Germany 
T +49 201 5179-5008 | communications@rwe.com | www.rwe.com/press 
 

 

 

developments on financial markets and changes in currency exchange rates as well as changes in national and international laws, 
in particular in respect of fiscal regulation, and other factors influence the company’s future results and developments. Neither the 
company nor any of its affiliates undertakes to update the statements contained in this press release.  
 
Data Protection 
The personal data processed in connection with the press releases will be processed in compliance with the legal data protection 
requirements. If you are not interested in continuing to receive the press release, please inform us at Datenschutz-
kommunikation@rwe.com. Your data will then be deleted and you will not receive any further press releases from us in this regard. If 
you have any questions about our data protection policy or the exercise of your rights under the GDPR, please contact 
datenschutz@rwe.com. 
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