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Kansai EPCO and RWE team up for  
floating offshore in Japan 

 

Tokyo, 23 August 2021 
 

 
Kansai Electric Power (Kansai EPCO) and RWE Renewables (RWE) have signed an agreement to 
jointly study the feasibility of a large-scale floating offshore wind project off the Japanese coast. 
The two companies agreed to further strengthen their existing relationship and leverage the 
complementary strengths of both companies, in support of Japan’s goal of achieving carbon 
neutrality by 2050.  
 
Sven Utermöhlen, COO Wind Offshore Global of RWE Renewables: “We see great potential for 
floating wind farms worldwide - but especially in countries with deeper coastal waters, like 
Japan. Floating wind could help to raise untapped potential off the Japanese coast. As one of 
the world’s leading offshore companies, RWE is already progressing innovation in the growing 
floating wind sector. With Kansai EPCO we have a partner by our side whose local expertise 
complements our global experience and technical know-how, and who shares our values and 
ambition to drive the growth of offshore wind in Japan.”  
 
Nozomu Mori, Director, Representative Executive Officer, Executive Vice President of Kansai 
EPCO: “As a leading company of zero-carbon energy, we have declared that Kansai Electric 
Power Group is aiming for carbon neutrality throughout the entirety of its business activities 
including power generation by 2050. We believe that development of floating offshore wind 
farms will be the key to achieve this. RWE is our important partner in the UK offshore wind 
business. We believe that our existing relationship can be extended for safe and stable offshore 
wind operation in Japan, by combining Kansai EPCO’s experience and expertise in domestic 
electricity business and RWE’s global equivalent in offshore wind.”  
 
Partnership represents a strong combination of expertise in offshore wind  
RWE has a world class track record along the entire offshore wind value chain - from 
development, construction and production, to route to market. In addition, the company is 
currently working on three floating demonstration projects in Norway, Spain and the US to test 
different concepts for floating foundations. In Japan, RWE is also studying the feasibility of 
bottom-fixed offshore wind projects in various regions, including Akita and Niigata prefectures. 
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Kansai EPCO as a leading company of zero-carbon energy, is proactively studying ways to 
maximise the introduction of renewable energy sources and propel them into mainstream 
power sources. The company is working to develop more than 2 gigawatts of new renewable 
energy sources, with the goal of increasing its installed capacity of 6 gigawatts in Japan and 
overseas by the 2030s. In Japan, Kansai EPCO is promoting the development of offshore wind 
projects in various regions, including Akita, Yamagata and Nagasaki Prefectures. In Europe, the 
company has been involved in two offshore wind projects, including one in collaboration with 
RWE.  
 
Through this second collaboration the two companies strengthen their partnership further. 
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A picture for media use is available in the media library. On the picture: Shinichi Kato, Country 
Chair Japan of RWE Renewables, und Nozomu Mori, Representative Executive Officer and 
Executive VP – The Kansai Electric Power Co., Inc. (from left to right) 
 
 
RWE Renewables 

RWE Renewables is one of the world's leading renewable energy companies. With around 3,500 employees, the company has 
onshore and offshore wind farms, photovoltaic plants and battery storage facilities with a combined capacity of approximately  
9 gigawatts. RWE Renewables is driving the expansion of renewable energy in more than 20 countries on five continents. From 
2020 to 2022, RWE Renewables targets to invest €5 billion net in renewable energy and to grow its renewables portfolio to  
13 gigawatts of net capacity. Beyond this, the company plans to further grow in wind and solar power. The focus is on the Americas, 
the core markets in Europe and the Asia-Pacific region. 

 

Kansai Electric Power 

Kansai EPCO is one of the Japan’s leading electric power companies. With around 9,000 employees, the company has renewable, 
nuclear and thermal energy with a combined capacity of approximately 29 gigawatts. The Kansai EPCO Group declared "Zero 
Carbon Vision 2050" in February, 2021. In an effort to create a sustainable society, the Kansai EPCO Group, as a leading company 
of zero-carbon energy, is aiming for carbon neutrality throughout the entirety of its business activities including power generation by 
2050 in order to combat global warming, while striving to increase energy independence to secure energy supply, with priority given 
to safety. Kansai EPCO Group is working to develop more than 2 gigawatts of new renewable energy sources, with the goal of 
increasing its installed capacity of 6 gigawatts in Japan and overseas by the 2030s. Kansai EPCO Group will continue to contribute 
to the spread and expansion of renewable energy with the understanding of the local community.  

 
German General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
The personal data processed in connection with the press releases will be processed in compliance with the legal data protection 
requirements. If you are not interested in continuing to receive the press release, please inform us at datenschutz-
kommunikation@rwe.com. Your data will then be deleted and you will not receive any further press releases from us in this regard. If 
you have any questions about our data protection policy or the exercise of your rights under the GDPR, please contact 
datenschutz@rwe.com. 

mailto:sinje.vogelsang@rwe.com
mailto:kokaji.kanta@b3.kepco.co.jp
https://d1c96hlcey6qkb.cloudfront.net/ee7701bc-e145-42b9-99d3-4290ffeec003/1afee88fc42f44a0bb713540e60ef238?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27Agreement_Kansai_EPCO_RWE_02.jpg&response-content-type=image%2Fjpeg&Expires=1629806400&Signature=PzT2-Ah4I6AVH3wdY3HpS9vdujZW4~dEg~pR6Vva6OskBO64OeRPVmNyMKxpAvGdZm3ym51XBaR5B~TPOfrhxMYXSLfdT8c08KJ2QhIPqKIr4tujcFj9UtL1-NQM3NVdWvXz74f-z1r7gDb9N-e-UsX6pepi5auefo9xTrrm6nxkPFbWDXhb6OLEPg7jg02RF5h7X-SmuyuAcxLR3ggcYpKh-fGwmY0-NrNaAXMJVI7C5PWacEdiAHE0qT6XwU5GHg90~rbZqDmUAgLQicqTKJtV1hnmd~YBB5h5s9IHLlDeukojDxpnSYF2UDGFwQkGYBJL5V6vFfipxylAk3y4CQ__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAI33AGAEAYCXFBDTA
mailto:datenschutz@rwe.com

