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Repowering project completed: RWE puts Krusemark-
Ellingen wind farm into operation 

• Total generating capacity up by a quarter, from 15.7 to 19.8 MW 
• Innovative recycling concept for old turbines, towers and foundations 
 
 

Essen, 21 April 2022 
 

 
More power for the Krusemark-Ellingen wind farm in Saxony-Anhalt: The decision has recently 
been taken to “repower” this project, which was initially constructed between 1998 and 2004, 
and the sixth and last new wind turbine has been put in place. The state-of-the-art Nordex 
turbines, each with a generation capacity of 3.3 megawatts (MW), replace the 15 existing 
Enercon systems, resulting in a substantial increase in the wind farm’s generation capacity 
overall, despite the lower number of rotors. The location now has a total installed capacity of 
19.8 MW, compared to “only” 15.7 MW previously. That represents an increase of about a 
quarter. The new systems can provide a climate-neutral supply of electricity to more than 
13,000 households.  
 
Krusemark-Ellingen is RWE’s third repowering project in Germany. Replacing older systems with 
a smaller number of much more powerful turbines makes it possible to extend the life cycle of 
many locations. Studies confirm that simply installing state-of-the-art systems at established 
sites in Germany has the potential to boost wind power generation to more than 210 terawatt 
hours (TWh) by 2030 (2020: 132 TWh). To put this in context, 210 TWh represents 
approximately 37 percent of Germany’s gross electricity consumption in 2020. Repowering 
can therefore be an important tool in achieving the German government’s greatly increased 
expansion targets for renewables. These are ambitious goals, and RWE wishes to make a 
significant contribution: It is bolstering its team accordingly, with 200 new employees to be 
appointed in the short term to forge ahead with project development in Germany.   

Katja Wünschel, CEO Wind Onshore and Solar Europe & Australia, RWE Renewables: 
“Replacing older wind turbines with new, much more efficient ones is part of our growth 
offensive for renewable energy. If the energy transition is to be accelerated and Germany is 
to be almost completely supplied with green electricity exclusively as early as 2035, we all 
have to play our part. RWE intends to invest up to 15 billion euros gross in its green core 
business by 2030 for climate protection and security of supply.” 
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Krusemark-Ellingen is a showcase project for RWE in many regards: “For the first time we are 
dismantling existing turbines and simultaneously installing new systems,” says Jens Edler-Krupp, 
who is responsible for developing RWE’s German onshore wind farms. “As a result, it’s possible 
to keep the old systems running and generating electricity for as long as possible. In addition, 
the wind farm now consists of just six matching turbines instead of the original 15, which were 
not completely uniform.” This project, in the rural district of Stendal, also breaks new ground in 
the important area of recycling. Most of the decommissioned Enercon turbines are being sold 
as complete sets, including the steel towers, to be re-used on other wind farms. “And part of the 
material from the old foundations is being put to use at the same location as a base course for 
the new access roads,” Edler-Krupp adds.  
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Pictures of Krusemark-Ellingen wind farm for media use are available at the RWE Media 
Centre (credit: RWE). 
 
 
RWE  

RWE is leading the way to a green energy world. With an extensive investment and growth strategy, the company will expand its 
powerful, green generation capacity to 50 gigawatts internationally by 2030. RWE is investing €50 billion gross for this purpose in 
this decade. The portfolio is based on offshore and onshore wind, solar, hydrogen, batteries, biomass and gas.  
RWE Supply & Trading provides tailored energy solutions for large customers. RWE has locations in the attractive markets of Europe, 
North America and the Asia-Pacific region. The company is responsibly phasing out nuclear energy and coal. Government-
mandated phaseout roadmaps have been defined for both of these energy sources. RWE employs around 19,000 people 
worldwide and has a clear target: to get to net zero by 2040. On its way there, the company has set itself ambitious targets for all 
activities that cause greenhouse gas emissions. The Science Based Targets initiative has confirmed that these emission reduction 
targets are in line with the Paris Agreement. Very much in the spirit of the company’s purpose: Our energy for a sustainable life. 
 
Forward-looking statements 
This press release contains forward-looking statements. These statements reflect the current views, expectations and assumptions 
of management, and are based on information currently available to management. Forward-looking statements do not guarantee 
the occurrence of future results and developments and are subject to known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual future 
results and developments may deviate materially from the expectations and assumptions expressed in this document due to 
various factors. These factors primarily include changes in the general economic and competitive environment. Furthermore, 
developments on financial markets and changes in currency exchange rates as well as changes in national and international laws, 
in particular in respect of fiscal regulation, and other factors influence the company’s future results and developments. Neither the 
company nor any of its affiliates undertakes to update the statements contained in this press release.  
 
Data Protection 

The personal data processed in connection with the press releases will be processed in compliance with the legal data protection 
requirements. If you are not interested in continuing to receive the press release, please inform us at Datenschutz-
kommunikation@rwe.com. Your data will then be deleted, and you will not receive any further press releases from us in this regard. If 
you have any questions about our data protection policy or the exercise of your rights under the GDPR, please contact 
datenschutz@rwe.com. 
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