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1 April 2011 

 

“Countermotion with respect to RWE’s 2011 Annual General Meeting  

The German Umbrella Association of Critical Shareholders is filing the following 

countermotion with respect to the Annual General Meeting of RWE AG on 20 April 2011: 

Countermotion regarding Item 3 on the Agenda: 

Approval of the acts of the members of the Executive Board for fiscal 2010 

The acts of the members of the Executive Board shall not be approved. 

Rationale:  

By insisting on nuclear and coal-based energy, RWE’s Executive Board is missing the 

energy turnaround, jeopardising not only safety and the climate, but compromising the 

company’s long-term value as well. 

Aggressive nuclear course and ignoring the risks 

The accident at the Fukushima nuclear power station is demonstrating to the world how 

uncontrollable nuclear energy is. Nevertheless, the Group’s CEO Jürgen Großmann is not 

deviating from his aggressive nuclear course, defending the lifetime extensions for German 

nuclear power plants and underscoring the fact that RWE will continue to look for sites at 

which new nuclear reactors can be built. In the United Kingdom, RWE established a joint 

venture named Horizon Nuclear Power with E.on for this purpose, which intends to build two 

nuclear power stations, each with an installed capacity of 3,000 megawatts, by 2025. This 

shows that RWE’s Executive Board is not willing to face the reality of this residual risk. The 

fact that there have been three nuclear meltdowns in 32 years (Three Miles Island, 

Chernobyl and Fukushima) demonstrates that the nuclear industry’s basic assumptions 

concerning the frequency of such incidents are both wrong and irresponsible. 

 
Complaint against the nuclear moratorium 
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The complaint lodged by RWE on 1 April 2011 against the shutdown of the Biblis nuclear 

power station does not reflect the opinions of the shareholders represented by the Umbrella 

Association. In view of the risks posed by nuclear power plants in Germany as well (not just 

by those located in other countries) and the fact that a solution to the disposal of nuclear 

waste still remains to be found, the Umbrella Association and the shareholders it represents 

plea in favour of keeping the reactors that were recently taken offline closed. RWE AG will 

forego substantial revenues if the old nuclear power plants remain offline. But RWE must 

renounce these revenues and dedicate itself more to sustainable sources of energy instead. 

By filing the complaint, RWE has missed yet another chance to be perceived by the public as 

a company which attaches importance to sustainability. The Umbrella Association thus calls 

on RWE to withdraw the complaint immediately.  

 
High share of electricity from hard coal and lignite 

In the context of nuclear energy, RWE presents its argument in favour of climate protection, 

but in fact, lignite and hard coal account for much more than half of the electricity generated 

by RWE. This is why RWE is the power generator with the greatest amount of CO2 

emissions. Although the group plans to reduce this share, electricity from coal is still 

envisaged to account for 35% of energy supply in 2025, to which contributions are to come 

above all from the new power plants in Neurath (lignite), Hamm (hard coal) and Eemshaven 

(hard coal, with biomass, in the Netherlands). 

 
Deceit of shareholders and consumers by greenwashing 

RWE AG presents itself to the public as a sustainable company that does business for the 

benefit of mankind and the environment. The extensive image campaign (“The energy to 

lead,” the gentle energy giant, etc.) however, is an extreme form of greenwashing and 

deceives shareholders and consumers with respect to the intentions the group actually has. 

An example of a greenwashing project is the co-operative work with Daimler in the field of 

electric cars. The electric cars developed by Daimler only become environmentally friendly if 

they are ‘filled’ with environmentally friendly electricity. As long as RWE electricity is 

predominantly produced in nuclear and hard coal-fired power plants, the co-operation with 

Daimler does not contribute to sustainable mobility. 

 
The supporters of this countermotion are: 
-urgewald, www.urgewald.de, member of the German Umbrella 

Association of Critical Shareholders  

-…  

 



 3

Cologne, 1 April 2011  

Signed: Markus Dufner  

General Manager of the Umbrella Association of Critical Shareholders  

Pellenzstr. 39, 50823 Cologne 

Germany  

Phone: +49-221-599-5647  

Fax: +49-221-599-1024  

dachverband@kritischeaktionaere.de  

www.kritischeaktionaere.de” 


