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Position of the Executive Board with respect to the countermotions: 
 

The countermotions concerning the Agenda of our Annual General Meeting this year focus 

on nuclear energy and climate issues as well as the elections to the Supervisory Board. 

We intend to contribute to an objective and open debate on the future of nuclear energy and 

have already communicated our position in this respect to the public in detail. We would like 

to take this opportunity to reiterate our position: 

We emphatically support the safety reviews of German nuclear power plants ordered by the 

German government. The severe reactor accident in Japan must be analysed thoroughly and 

any findings obtained as a result must be used to improve Germany’s high safety margins 

even further. We also expressly welcome all efforts to review the safety of the nuclear power 

stations at an international level and at the European level and to co-operate closely in this 

regard. 

The complaint against the preliminary cessation of operation of the Biblis nuclear power plant 

for a period of three months aims to subject the legal basis used by the German government 

for this measure to a judicial review. Based on our legal understanding, the preconditions for 

the cited legal basis have not been met. Germany’s nuclear power stations satisfy the 

applicable safety requirements. Therefore, there is no legal basis for a cessation of 

operation. By lodging the complaint, RWE is ensuring that the interests of its shareholders 

are safeguarded. 

As an aside, the expansion of renewable energies and the improvement of our CO2 emission 

balance are among our primary strategic objectives, which we are working on intensively. A 

total of 3.9 billion euros are to be invested in projects in the field of renewable energy by 

2013, and 4,500 MW in renewables-based generation capacity are to be under construction 

or in operation by 2014. The focal point will be wind turbines, especially offshore wind farms 

in the North Sea. We also intend to expand electricity and heat generation from biomass. 



In the field of fossil fuel-fired power plants, which will continue to be accorded significant 

importance in the energy business especially due to the “energy turnaround” announced by 

the German government, we are pressing ahead with technological refinements to reduce 

and avoid CO2 emissions. 

The criticism levelled at the business relations between the RWE Group and 

Georgsmarienhütte Holding GmbH as well as RGM Gebäudemanagement GmbH is 

unjustified. All transactions were concluded at arm’s length conditions. These business 

relations do not differ from the agreements for deliveries and services with companies that 

are not among the RWE Group’s related parties. As an aside, they were approved by the 

Supervisory Board of RWE Aktiengesellschaft in accordance with the applicable rules and 

disclosed to the auditor of our financial statements. 

With respect to the elections to the Supervisory Board, we refer to the separate position 

taken by the Supervisory Board. 

We hold all countermotions to be unfounded and will supplement our position in this regard 

at the Annual General Meeting if necessary. 
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