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Countermotions by Dipl.lng.agr. Johann Smid, Pewsum, 4 April 2012 

“Countermotions filed with respect to RWE's 2012 Annual General Meeting  

I hereby file the following countermotions with respect to RWE AG's Annual General Meeting 

on 19 April 2012:  

Countermotion regarding Item 3 on the Agenda:  

Approval of the Acts of the Executive Board for fiscal 2011 

I hereby file a motion against approving the acts of the Executive Board.  

Rationale: 

Continued construction of the RWE/Essent hard coal-fired power station in 
Eemshaven, Netherlands  

On 24 August 2011, the Raad van State (the highest administrative court in the 

Netherlands) declared the approval issued by the Province of Groningen for the RWE coal-

fired power plant in Eemshaven pursuant to nature conservation law illegal and invalid. The 

court reached this decision because it found that the effects on the Wattenmeer world 

natural heritage and the East Frisian Islands had not been taken into account sufficiently. 

However, RWE is continuing its construction work at its own risk and has requested that a 

new approval process be initiated.  

Based on information provided by RWE, its coal-fired power plant will emit approx. 8-10 

million metric tons of carbon dioxide, 1,750 metric tons of carbon monoxide, 2,060 metric 

tons of nitric oxide, 1,454 metric tons of sulphur dioxide, 103 metric tons of fine dust, 17 

metric tons of hydrogen fluoride, 95 kilograms of mercury, 3 kilograms of cadmium/thalium 

and 472 kilograms of other highly toxic substances per year. It will consume approx. 6 

million cubic metres of cooling water per day. RWE's coal-fired power station will destroy 
our health, the climate, nature, the fishing industry and tourism in our region, the 
west of East Frisia! Borkum, Juist, Krummhörn (Greetsiel) and Emden as well as the 
Wattenmeer world natural heritage are particularly affected. 

On 28 March 2011, Peter Terium himself said: Het renedement is niet meer economisch op 



dit moment; i.e. coal-based electricity generation is not profitable at present. On top of this, 

there are the costs of the carbon dioxide surcharge, as the expensive CCS technology will 

not be available until around 2025. He also said that a coal-fired power station would no 

longer be built based on current knowledge (DvhN, 11 February 2012).  

Furthermore, the electricity generated is not required in the Netherlands. It may be exported 

to Germany and Western Europe.  

Why did the Executive Board not reconsider things when the plans for the coal-fired power 

stations in Emden, Dörpen and Lubmin were given up in 2009? Why did Dr. Schiffer, RWE, 

not take the protests of 3 May 2010 in Emden against RWE's coal-fired power plant 

seriously? Against the backdrop of the outstanding approvals pursuant to nature 

conservation law and the questionable deepening of the outer Ems, I had warned Ms. 

Cornelia Rath, RWE Private Investors Relations, as early as 27 November 2010 in Emden 

of making a huge failed investment (€2.5 billion) which will cause great damage to Borkum 

and the west of East Frisia! On 7 April 2011, NUON renounced the gasification of coal and 

will operate its large-scale power plant in Eemshaven as a gas-fired power station until 2020 

for the time being. In November 2011, Eemsmond Energie shelved its plans for the 

construction of a gas-fired power plant in Eemshaven until 2014. It is incomprehensible why 

RWE's Executive Board obstinately saw to it that construction work continued under these 

circumstances!  

Countermotion regarding Item 4 on the Agenda: 

Approval of the Acts of the Supervisory Board for fiscal 2011  

I hereby file a motion against the approval of the acts of the Supervisory Board. 

Rationale:  

The Supervisory Board did not prevent the risky investment of 2.5 billion euros in the RWE 

coal-fired power plant in Eemshaven in 2011, either, and did not even do so after the Raad 

van State declared on 24 August 2011 that the approval pursuant to nature conservation 

law for the coal-fired power station and the deepening of the outer Ems from Eemshaven to 

the North Sea invalid.  

The East Frisia Clean Air Civic Action Group www.bi-ostfriesland.de. endorses these 

countermotions and is also in favour of discontinuing work on building the RWE coal-fired 



power plant in Eemshaven.  

Krummhörn - Pewsum, 4 April 2012  

Johann Smid” 


